




















































































stersis called for Nov­
ember 19th, a Monday 
evening •••••••• Eastern 
Joint Computer Confer­
ence is to convene in 
New York City, on Dec­
ember 10-11-12 •.••••••• 
Socially conscious RAND­
ites are attending a local 
dancing class ••••••• the 
Melahns, Marshalls, Oggs, 
Haverty's, Wongs will soon 
be challenging the Astaires 

and Champions, it says here ••. mixed emotions were 
evident as Baron Hugo's band played "California Here 
I Come" as a parting gesture for our recent dance at 
the Statler •••••• who's the cagy character coming to 
work on standard time and going nome on daylight 
savingtime??? ••.•. Will strange coincidences ever 
cease? ••••.. Milt Winsor, recently assigned to Group 
67, recognized the name of Stu Spratt .•.• no wonder 
that he did ••• back about a half-dozen years or so, 
Milt found a wallet at the Springfield (Mass.) State 
Exposition •..•• it belonged to a gent in Whitinsville 
.•••• turned out to be Stu Spratt •••• (by the way, we 
still don't know whether Milt actually returned it 
or not!) ••••••••• Congratula tions to Paul and Bar­
bara!! At a Halloween party held at spooky "Man­
derlay", Paul Hildebrandt and Barbara Ackley an­
nounced their engagement ••••• wedding date some-
time in December (quite the setting for the announce­
ment!) •••.••••.•• Tom Hibbard was present at the 
aforementioned party, dressed as Fearless Fosdick, 
.22 pistol, blank cartridges and all!! ...•....•• So 
many of our country's newspapers went out on the 
limb in '48, we thought we should join the crowd 
this year •.••.• hail to our new president, Adlai E. 
Stevenson! RANDom News remains politically neu-
tral as this hazardous gem was written on November 
3rd! .••••.•• Again, What about Kingston? Located 
on the lofty banks of the Hudson River, Kingston is 
an old city (the site of a village founded by Hendrik 
Hudson in 1609), with a 1950 population of nearly 
30,000. As county seat of Ulster County, Kingston 
also serves as "the gateway to the Catskills ", lower 
New York state famed vacation area, with countless 
facilities for both summer and winter sports. With 
the recent completion of the New York State Thru-
way, the city is only a two-hour drive from New 
York City, 90 miles to the south, and slightly more 
than an hour away from the state capital, Albany, 
approximately 60 miles north. The IBM plant is 
located four miles from the center of town, placed 
in a sparsely populated area, much like the industrial 
zones along route 128. Kingston can be reached in 
approximately 5 1/2 - 6 hours by auto from Boston, 
over a route which will be appreciably shortened, time­
wise, when the East-West Massachusetts Toll Road 
links with the New York Thru-way. For those with 
school age children, Kingston boasts a modern well­
staffed school system, typical of the high standards 
set by the state. The city is also served by the New York 
Central Railroad, Greyhound and Trailways Bus Com­
panies and national airlines landing at Albany. How 
About McGuire, shouts a voice from the rear! !iT! 
McGuire Air Force Base is located in Central New 
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Jersey, adjacent to Fort Dix. The distance from the 
Bordentown-Trenton toll gate on the New Jersey Turn­
pike to the base is about ten miles. From this same 
toll-gate, the trip to Philadelphia is merely 30 miles 
(southwest), and New York City is approximately 60 
miles to the northeast. The fine Jersey ocean beach 
resorts, Atlantic City, Wildwood, Asbury Park, etc. , 
are also within easy driving ti Ire over Jersey's �m�o�~�:�t�e�l� 

highways. The nearest good-sized town is Mount Holly 
(1950 pop. - 8,200), but many smaller towns surround 
the base, offering housing possibilities. Educational 
facilities are numerous, with Princeton, Rutgers, and 
Philly's many colleges and universities (some of which 
offer evening courses for degree credit) only an hour -or 
-so away ••••• What more can we say? Watch future 
issue for similar nut-shell briefings on other sites •... 
Watch out below for more Wongo-grams, byJ. P. Wong 
••• Thoughts while shaving at 5:30 a. m .•.• Who'd like 
to pay the monthly Lincoln phone bill? ...... Take a 
good guess as to coffee gallonage consumed each 
day at the lab ••••••• would a severe storm affect 
computer operation ••.•• could a man living in Lex­
ington be buried west of the Mississippi? .•.•• How 
can 3 men share 20 lumps of sugar during coffee 
break, with each man using an odd number of lumps? 
(Answer: Man #1 & #2 each use! piece, and man #3 
uses the remaining 18 -- a heck of an odd number! !) 
....• For a stirring comm entary on checkout teams, 
site duty, etc., be sure to visit the B-1l8 art galleries 
this week ••. good for a hearty lunch-time laugh? ..• 
Wong dares the readers of RANDom News to try this 
letter-division problem: 

FHG 
ABC/DCEFGA 

DGHE 
A FJ G 
AECK 

DAHA 
DDHH 

BG 

Replace the letters by digits (including "zero") •... 
you also might try this one between sandwiches: 
Cryptic multifplication ••.• supply the missing digits 
where asterisks are located .•••••••••.••. 

* * 7 * 
* 7 * 

* * * * * 
* * * 2 * 
8 * 5 * 
****** 

Call the News to check your answers •••.•.• Happy 
Holidays to all •.• weill drop in again, come Decem­
ber ••••.••• New address and phone number for the 
complaint department -RANDom News, Stu Tower, 
Editor, B-122, Extension 5545. 

* * * 



coast edition 
VOLUME II DECEMBER 1956 NUMBER 1 

(O.OOOOOOOOOOOOOOU 

Holiday season is here again! - Christmas, 
tne New Year - preceded by tne December issue of 
your H rtNDom News, with 30-days-worth of news, 
views and comments on the Lexington scene - and 
a field communique here and there! 

WHAT's NEW AT GHQ 

For world - shaking. 
nolicy - making cony, 
its GHQ 4-l!! Lead­
ing headline goes to 
the nev' R AND build­
ings, adjacent to the 
lab. Personnel are 
now at home in Build­
ing #1. v"ith the IBM 
classes, RANn staff, 
and parts of Group 66. 
already in tow, and 
the remainder of 66 

about ready to follow from Murphy Army Hospital. 
Below are photo's showing work being done on the 
interior finishing, and a birds-eye view of the com­
pleted exterior. 

~!J.'\". 
1"" .. t; 

... . , 

Dr. Bill Biel, Co-Chief of SDD, visited the 
Lexington area during the last week of November, 
bringing with him news of the future plans for the 
division. At the Coordinating Committee meeting 
on the 29th, he introduced the proposed plan, which 
was later announced to all RAND personnel in the 
division. 

Florence Dewar, with GHQ since SDD ar­
rived at Lincoln Laboratory in July. 1955, and a 
RAND employee since 1951, has resigned. Florence 
expects to return to Southern California sometime 
after December 7th. Her m"any friends, acquaintances, 
RAND and Lincoln Co-workers join with the RANDom 
News in wishing her the best of luck for the future. 

Lincoln's Family Day, December 1st, pro­
vided an opportunity for many RANDites to show 
their families the complete lay-out -- the computers, 
ESS direction center, offices, etc. 

John Smiley reports that all No. Truro trips 
are cancelled until further notice. Meanwhile, field 
trips to McGuire are taking place frequently, afford­
ing nearly everyone a chance to visit Site #1. 

One travel gal follows another - Letty Dod­
dridge is spending a few weeks with the Travel Of­
fice. before returning to her post at the SDD Travel 
Office in Santa Monica later in the month. 



Joanne Prochaska, formerly with Dot Good­
win in the Document section, was guest of honor at 
a Baby Shower held on November 29th. Good luck, 
Joanne! 

GROUPS 67 - 64, etc. 

Gerry Snodgress of 
SDD's Problem-Plan­
ning Department, has 
come east to join 
Group64 1s Test Plan­
ning activity. He will 
also make frequent 
business trips out to 
the coast as part of 
his assignment. 

Howard Met­
calfe, Lyle Haas and 
Joe Keohane have been 

conducting seminars dealing with problems and tech­
niques unique to the Group 67 programming effort. 

A Group 64 staff-training program was held 
recently, including a visit to Truro, a tour of Bed­
ford Air Base (close-up views of the fabulous F-lOl, 
the massive AEW plane, data-link equipment, etc. ,), 
and a series of lectures concerning the activities of 
the Test Planning, Test Analysis and Programming 
sections, in relation to ESS Shakedown. 

A recent lecture on the capabilities of the TX-
2 computer proved interesting and informative to 
those attending. 

Twenty RANDites from Groups 67-64-61 and 
66 are currently in New York attending the annual 
Eastern Joint Computer Conference (Dec. 10-11-12). 

Bill Eastman, (Feb. 1956), has left for a 
position with DATAmatic. 

Presenting, Group 67 stalwarts: Bob Mc­
Gill, Howie Metcalfe and George Sioras -- in con-
ference ••••••••••••••••• 

The Problem Production Department has 
sent Betty Jane Corwin to work with Group 22. 

Jack Plante is now representing the Field 
Station crew at Coordinating Committee meetings. 

William F. Harris Memorial Fund 

A fund has been established in memory of 
Bill Harris, Lincoln(Group 67), known as the William 
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F. Harris Memorial Fund. Bill was killed while 
operating his automobile in Concord on the morning 
of June 21, 1956. Many of his friends and associates 
have desired to express their regard for Bill in some 
lasting way. Thus, a committee has been formed, 
to build a fund in his name. This fund will be used 
for scholarship aid at Purdue University, where Bill 
was a scholarship student in the class of 1951. Ad­
ministration of the fund and any further contributions 
will be handed over to Purdue on March I, 1957. To 
date, $676.00 has been collected, but $1000.00 is 
necessary for a name fund at Purdue. Being so 
close to the goal, the committee is making a gener­
al appeal to go over the mark. The Fund Committee 
consists of Larry Collins, chairman; Harry Keit, 
treasurer; Henry Frachtman, secretary; and Jack 
Nolan, Eleanor McEvoy, Barbara Ackley (RAND), 
Jack Cahill and Al Shoolman. It is requested that 
contributions delivered personally be directed to 
Keit, Frachtman, Ackley, McEvoy or Cahill, and 
contributions sent by mail, to Tilda Finocchio, Group 
67, C-170, Ext. 166. 

GROUP 66 - and POINTS WEST 

Rapidly filling up 
Buildings #1 and 2, 
Group 66 continues 
to grow with each 
IBM class graduation. 
At this point, they 
have completely 
moved out of Murphy. 
"Get your kicks - in 
66!" (R e m em b e r 
that oldie - Route 66 ? ) 
Paul Hicks, recently 
visiting the lab on a 

quick trip from Kingston, told of the progress being 
made in the field. At Kingston, where utility sys­
tem check-out crews are being trained, the RAND 
contingent numbers more than 50. 

John Crnkovich and Bill Miller have gone to 
McGuire, increasing the size of the pioneer RAND 
team thereabouts. 

Rick Onanian has joined the Kingston acitivty 
in an administrative capacity. 

Ro Raffa IS Breakfast Club has recently heard 
talks by Major Fred Parker and Colonel Urquhart. 

Gail Fitzpatrick has promised to keep us in 
touch with all local 66 news -- welre counting on 
you, Miss F. 

Marian Weiss has been assigned to the Marv 
Jones outfit, after a term with the Group 66 document 
section, as secretary. 

News from McGuire points out that the instal­
lation crew is going along smoothly at latest reports. 
Weill have to draft a steady reporter from the Jersey 
site - soon! For more site info, read on the 'Round 
and About - featuring Stewart and Syracuse! 

NEW FACES OF 156 

Presenting: John W. Rafferty, Hartford, 
Conn., Teachers College of Connecticut, gained 
programming experience while working with Hamil­
ton Standard; -- John W. Votel, Springfield, Ohio, 



University of Dayton; 
-- Alon Miller, At­
lanta, Ga •• Univer­
sity of Alabama and 
Georgia Tech., pre­
vious experience as 
Advertising Manager 
andSales Represent­
ative -- Robert H. 
Stearns, Springville, 
N. Y., Rensselaer; 
-- Hyman M. Shum­
rak, Boston, North­

eastern University; -- Ralph P. Hershberger, Jr. , 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, Purdue University and Inter­
national Business College, a former accountant; -­
William Vernon Thomas, Jr.,. Denver Colorado, 
University of Denver, another x-accountant; -- Dick 
Weis, Schenectady, N. Y ., University of Rochester, 
Wayne University, and Rochester Business Insti­
tute, Programming experience with General Elec­
tric; -- Ralph Beals, Buffalo, N. Y., Alf'red Univ­
ersity, former teacher; -- Paul W .. McCree, Jr., 
Massachusetts and Kentucky, Harvard; - - Roberta 
Audette, Corpus Christi, Texas, M.I.T •• Pennsyl­
vania College for Women, and University of Roches­
ter; -- Max A. Hirschman, Dayton, Ohio, City Cbl­
lege of New York, and George Washington Univer­
sity; --' Lionel Difford, Washington, D. C.; --

We'd also like to welcome the following cler­
ical personnel: Lois O'Callaghan, Dracut, Mass., 
Winslow Secretarial School; -- Margaret Shea, Lin­
coln, Skidmore College; -- Jeanne M. Brenchick, 
Lexington. formerly with First National Bank of 
Boston; -- Gertrude Carson, Watertown, Fisher 
Business College; -- Evelyn Osterhaudt, Lexington, 
Burrough's Business School. 

GOOD LUCK RANDites!!!! 

CLASS 1#17 

'ROUND AND ABOUT RANDom 

Down the field we go ••• goal in sight! ••••••• 
Two school-age tots attending Lincoln's Family Day, 
gaped in amazement at the over-sized medicine-ball 
and unmistakeable ping-pong ball atop the lab roof -
- Since we're started on the subject of Family Day, 
who was the enterprising RANDite who tacked up a 
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"Chairman of the 
Board" sign in his 
office, trying to im­
press wifey? -----­
Long list of congratu­
lations •••••• first, 
to Darlene Trebino 
on her recent mar­
riage to Paul Maio of 
Lexington, on Novem­
ber 24th •••••• to the 
Milt Winsors and the 
Bob McGills, proudly 

announcing new additions ••••• and to Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Breck (Lois Soengen), currently honeymooning 
in Bermuda after their marriage in November ••••• 
Is it true that ol1r own J. P. Haverty has received 
inter-departmental mail addressed to Miss Pat Hav­
erty? ------Wong was wong, -er-wrong! A slight 
mistake in the NovemberWong-o-gram brought doz­
ens of phone calls.... however, resourceful folks 
came up with the right answers anyway ••••• Gerry 
Bobchek, Ed's Mrs., was solver III ••• look out be­
low for more of the same ------IBM field engineers 
claim that the initials stand for "I've Been Moved!" 
•••••••• Do not confuse Lou Elias, UCLA backfield 
ace, with our boy of the same name ----- "How do 
you get around these dad-burned highway rotaries," 
sputters the irate Californian ••••••• "All you need 
are guts - and an old car, II replied the Proper Bos­
tonian! •••••••••••• Basketball sessions have been 
regularly held at the Pinehurst gym, reports Maury 
Mineart. Teams are about to be chosen, so if its 
action you want for the long winter months, join the 
gang on Monday nights. --------Tom Hibbard, the 
Bush-Faced Bicyclist, has been named official cus­
todian of the B-1l8 "On Site" bulletin board ••••••••• 
Have you seen the latest additions? ----When you 
talk about ripping telephone books, see Joe Berman, 
World Champ---------The Pinkerton organization, 
supplying security guards for our new buildings, 
has a long history of jobs well done, going back to 
the mid-19th century •••••• taking a prominent part 
in such famous cases as the apprehension of the 
Dalton and James gangs, undercover work in cap­
turing the Wild Bunch (a notorious gang of marauders, 
active in the latter 1800's throughout the west), and 
the investigation following the Lincoln assassination • 
••••••••• • LaVerne Ruby, Idaho's gift to RANDom, 
entertains us with a bit of light poetry concerning a 
programmer's lament •••••••••••••• : 

I think that I shall riever see 
A program that is trouble-free. 

The ones we get are full of jest --
The tracks go east, the plots southwest. 

The program acts a little odd, 
And so we make another mod. 

The mod makes things just that much worse, 
And then we bow our heads and curse. 

The troubles still are with us now 
But we will get things done somehow. 

Some day the system will work (amen) 
But only God can know just when. 

L. E. Ruby (RAND - Gp. 67) 



Here's a twist, by jingo~ Jim Morey, hired from 
his hometown, Lexington, Massachusetts, to join 
RAND in Santa Monica, has recently arrived back 
in Lexington to attend the IBM class -------- Any 
volunteers for the DDEW (double distant early warn­
ing) site to be located three blocks from the Kremlin? 
-------Boner •••••• Duck-hunters Bockhorst, BUm­
sted and Schleppenbach, spotted an enormous goose 
just thirty yards from their position, one cold Sat­
urday morning •••••• the ever-ready crew, however, 
had no shells in their shot-guns!! ------- --------­
Continuing the RANDom News service begun last 
month, we go on to Stewart Air Force Base, West 
Point, New york ••••••• Located in the same general 
Hudson River area of lower New York State as King­
ston (November issue), Stewart Air Force Base is 
adjacent to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
The base is about 55 miles north of the "big city, " 
an hour's drive on excellent roads, connecting the 
Palisades Parkway with the New York Thruway. 
From Eastern Massachusetts, the base can be reach­
ed in 5 1/2 to 6 hours by automobile, and is also 
easily accessible by train (change at New York City), 
or frequent bus service. The cities of Newburgh 
(pop. 35,000), Beacon (pop. 18,000) and Peekskill 
(pop. 20,000), are all within short driving time from 
the base, and offer good housing possibilities. The 
closest colleges and universities are located in New 
York City (Fordham, NYU, Columbia, CCNY, etc.), 
but extension courses are offered throughout the state, 
particularly in large population areas, such as the 
one we are describing. HeadinJ northward into upper 
New York State, we present Syracuse •••••••••• a 
large, popular city of nearly 300,000 population, in 
the .heart of one of the east's best-known vacation 
areas {year round) •••• offering mountains (the Ad­
irondacks), Lakes (the Finger lakes, Lake Oneida 
and Ontario), and a tine highway system. The New 
York Thruway serves the city in a fine manner, con­
siderablycuttingdown driving time between New Eng-
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* * * 

land and points in lower New York State. The base 
is located a few miles north of the city limits, and 
the housing situation in this large metropolitan area 
should prove encouraging. Syracuse is 250 miles from 
New York City by auto, and 330 miles from Boston. 
The city is served by the New York Central railroad, 
and is a major stop on several of the leading airlines. 
Syracuse University, one of the nations lar ger schools, 
offers graduate courses in all major fields. The city 
also boasts a major league (NBA) basketball quintet, 
the East,ls leading college football team (playing in 
the Cotton Bowl, Jan. 1st), a Class A Eastern League 
Baseball club, and frequent major boxing bouts, for 
those interested in spectator sports •••••••• Further 
info on any of the sites thus far introduced will be 
provided by the RANDom News, if BO desired by any 
RANDites ••••••• In the January issue, watch for re­
ports on two more eastern sites ••••••••••••••••••• 
Answers to November Wong-o-grams •••••• letter 
division, F H G (5 8 4) and the cryptic multiplication, 
998575 ----------For a tease, Jim comes up with a 
Cryptic Square Root stickler: Every missing digit 
can be inferred - a refresher on finding the square 
root •••••••••••••• 

* 
1* * 

* 
* * * 

** ** ** 
* * * 

* * 
* * * * 
* * * * 

* * * * * 
* * * 3 * 

To RANDites everywhere -- here in Lexington 
Kingston, McGuire, Dayton, Washington, Oklahoma 
City, Santa Monica - and Wiesbaden -- a very Merry 
Christmas, and a Most Happy New Year, from the 
RANDom News -----------------

SFT 


